November 19, 2006
Daniel 5.1-31

1. Have you ever been so afraid that your knees went weak, or you were frozen with fear?  Tell us about it.  
2. Read Daniel 5.  Remembering the context set by David, that Belshazzar is the grandson of Nebuchadnezzar, that the troops of Cyrus and Darius are at the city gates, how is it that God having so humbled and changed the heart and mind of his grandfather that this king acts so arrogantly?  How closely related are arrogance and fear in the human experience?    

3. Why does God even bother to communicate in advance His coming judgment to this king and nation?  For whose benefit is this announcement?  Does this king get a chance to repent as his grandfather did?  What does Israel learn about her God?  Why is this knowledge, at this moment, important?  How will Daniel’s elevation serve them in the coming reign?  
4.  Focus on Daniel’s words in verse 18 and following.  How does Daniel frame King Nebuchadnezzar’s history?  What should Belshazzar have learned? 
5. What is the big deal with how the Israelite’s temple goblets are used?  Why would he call for their use during this gathering?  

6. Looking at verses 22 through 31, what is the king being rebuked for and what is the scope of the judgment being pronounced?  Why does the king still elevate Daniel after he interprets the signs?  Is he hoping to possibly gain the favor of the Most High God? Daniel says that he knows the story of his grandfather.  Do you think the interpretation might also have confirmed what he had been thinking?  
7. Where had this king placed his trust?  Where is the weight of your life?  Where do you place your ultimate confidence?  In what area of your life do you most easily move toward acting like God either does not exist or is unimportant?  When is a good time to change that?  

