March 25, 2007

 

Take Up Your Cross and Follow Me - Mark 8:31-38 

 

1. Have you ever been completely dependent on someone else’s action to remain alive?  If it was your choice, what did it take to trust that person that completely? 

2. Read Mark 8.31-38. 

3. Why do you think Peter responded as he did to Jesus’ pronouncement of what it would mean for his Rabbi to be Messiah?  

4. When you read verse 34 and slowly take it in, especially the three verbs, how does it challenge you, convict you, and/or affirm you?  

5. Following up on that, when David said there were four stages of life and discipleship: 1) It’s all about me, 2) Jesus is in it for me, 3) I’m in it for Him, but I’m still in charge,  4) What ever you want Lord, may your will be done, talk about where you see yourself.  Be free to acknowledge that in different areas of your life you might be in different stages.  

6. Those three verbs: deny yourself, take up your cross, and follow me, in talking about them David gave other words to help describe them.  Those were, in order, total renunciation, inversion of life’s priorities, and open or full allegiance.  No matter where you see yourself on a discipleship continuum, remember first that Jesus’ love for you is secure, you are loved and treasured.  He died for you.   But how does Jesus intend for us to grow having just heard His words for us?  What has to happen to move from hearing to our hearts changing?   [It’s a yielding of our will, for certain.  And how do you do that?  Is it also believing, trusting and entrusting ourselves to God (only to mess it up by doubting all over again, by making it all about me, only to repent and turn back again)?  How often do you have to do this before you begin to change?  Do we ever get to stop?  Have you seen areas of your life where following has become more reflexive?  What are they? (Others may need a word of hope!) 

