Sunday, March 11, 2007
 
Jesus, A Man Like No Other: Faith in Unlikely Places – Mark 7.24-37
 
1. We’ve all had them, times when we were excluded from “membership” in a group, tossed out of a group, or just ignored by people we wanted to be accepted by.  Talk about a time when this happened to you.  What happened?  How did you feel?  How did you respond?  What impact did it have on you? Does it still have an impact on your life?  (For example do you protect yourself as you enter into new situations, giving too much power to others and there by unintentionally limiting your availability to God?) 

2. Read Mark 7.24-37. 

3. David told us that Jesus, having just set aside the laws on food, is now opening wider the definition of what the people of God look like and who can become the people of God, who gets to sit at the table.  In what ways was that radical for the Jews, for the disciples?   

4. What happens to this passage when you grasp that the term “dogs” is not the term for wild dogs but for a treasured pet?  In your own words what is Jesus saying to this woman and then to every reader who has ever wondered if God would accept them?  
5. What do we learn about God’s heart, Jesus’ heart for those outside the group defined as “His people”?  
6. In what ways are we called to follow her example of faith? [Her bold approach and request, her playful engagement, how she walked away presumably believing]  What would have been different about her having been accepted by Jesus and having heard His pronouncement about her daughter?  What would a step of growth, in looking like her – her life or her faith, be for you?  
7. How can we emulate Jesus in our areas of influence and connection?  Are there unintentional ways our church, or you in your sphere exclude people from the table, from stepping toward becoming God’s people?  What needs to happen for us/you to grow in opening the door to those around us?  
8. David’s experience with the young Jewish gal, does that encourage you to step out?  Why or why not? 
