Sunday, March 04, 2007
 
Following Jesus through Mark’s Gospel – Clean on the Inside  - Mark 7.1-23
 
1. Have you ever been surprised or shocked by the words that came out of your mouth, or by your deepest heart attitude(s)?  How did or has God been “speaking” to you about these issues? 

2. Read Mark 7.1-23 

3. What had happened to the Pharisee’s good desire to honor the law and God? 
4. If you have parents who were in the faith or children that are into their teen years, what did you see in your parents lives that may have looked like “tradition” over “commands”, and what have your children pointed out in your life that looks like this?  
5.  Why is this such a big deal?  What happens to our relationship w/ God, to our hearts if we begin to fence ourselves in with traditions?  What is Jesus trying to cultivate in us and what difference does it make in the long-haul?  What was happening to Jewish people’s collective faith?  Are there any traditions in our life together that move you away from full devotion or nudge you away from it? 
6. From this passage or from your experience, what are some ways to avoid the dangerous side of tradition?    

