Sunday, February 25, 2007
 
Feeding the Thousands
 
1. When you recognize a need in your life, what is the progression of who you look to to meet your need?  
2. Read Mark 6.30-36. 

3. Principle #1 – Divide people where Jesus divides them, between those who recognize their need and those who don’t.  Do you agree that you tend to divide humanity between those who are needy and those who are not?  If this is true of you, under what circumstances is it most true of you, i.e. when does this happen?  Does this false understanding ever end up hurting you because you tend to judge yourself as less spiritual because you find yourself so needy?  What adjustments internally would God like to help you make as a result of this new understanding? 

4. Principle #2 – All of us, we are sheep and bad at helping others.  
5. Principle #3 – Jesus is not another sheep.  He is the chief shepherd who is able and eager to love us and meet our needs.  What does Jesus do to meet their needs (teach, physical needs (leads and feeds), offers abundance.  Is he still doing this?  
6. Read Mark 6.36-44.  
7. Principle #1 - We are always inclined to think only of our own needs.  “Send them away!” Do you agree and how does this show in your life, (even if you’re a Mom?)?  
8. Principle #2 and #3 – God often charges us to do what we cannot do. We lack the resources to meet the needs of others around us.  “You feed the sheep!”  What sorts of feeling come up in us as we hear this charge in the face our limitations? What is God’s design in allowing us to face this?  How good are you at recognizing these moments?  What might you do instead that looks spiritual or, honestly, doesn’t?    

9. Principle #4 – God delights to use us.  How does this show in verses 41ff?  What happens inside you when you, having recognized your inability, see God’s hand moving through your actions?  [If people in your group haven’t experienced this or aren’t sure they have, explore to see if it’s because they haven’t really grasped Principles 2 and 3 or even #1.  In other words, it might be that they’ve never stepped out in faith because they either thought they have to be fully competent (pastors) or they’ve allowed themselves to become so busy with “good” things (self focued?) that they’ve crowed out the opportunities to be used and experience God’s power working through them.]    

10. Principle #5 – Physical and spiritual needs should not be seen as two separate things.  How new and challenging is this to you?  Is there any danger in this statement?  How do you keep this perspective balanced? 
11. Principle #6 – God is always thinking of us and past us.  Why there were leftovers and what was the lesson for them?  What about for us? How are the sheep around you?  
12. I heard a man’s story on Saturday.  He was working for a large multinational company.  A gal across the hall invited him to a singles ministry event.  There he heard the gospel for the first time in his life.  He responded immediately and experienced saving faith.  Who are the sheep around you have needs but don’t know it?  
