Sermon Questions:

A Man Like No Other: Following Jesus Through Mark’s Gospel

Powerful Compassion

1. What has been the most significant circumstance from which you have ever been rescued? What was your need and how was it met?  How did you feel before it was met?  How different did you feel after? 

2. Read Mark 5.21-43 

3. What risks did Jairus and the woman take in coming to Jesus?  

4. Are there risks that we need to take to experience Jesus’ compassion and healing power in our daily lives?    What do we risk if we don’t take them?  What do you think might have been the outcome if Jairus and the woman had not taken the risk of going to Jesus with their desperate need and incipient belief in Jesus?  

5. Do you agree with Stephen’s statement that wholeness is found [only] in being real [with God and with others]?  Are you practicing what you believe, or do you really believe something else?  

6. Seeing that Jesus was willing to compromise his ritual purity and in a real way take it on himself and purify it by defeating it [disease and death], how does this invitation increase your willingness to be open about those desperate places of your life and soul?  

7. Jairus’ circumstances change as he and Jesus progress toward his home and he is tempted to fear and doubt.  In what areas is God asking you to look beyond the power of circumstances and to believe or keep on believing in His promised rescue?    

8. What themes do you see in this passage that you need to hang onto and write underneath and on top of the hard spots of your life?  

9. Do you believe that Jesus wants to meet your need, to forgive your sin, to lift your eyes, helping you see His compassion and power?   If so, take a risk and be authentic and vulnerable and let the healing begin.  Don’t delay.  Do it with God and do it with those who have the Spirit of God within them.  And if you just can’t take the first step, invite a trusted friend into your situation and let them help you believe.  

